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On Sunday the 23rd of august 2015, a friend of mine sent me a photo of an advert on the newspaper that was talking about a seminar that was going to take place at the KPLC ruaraka complex. The main issue to be discussed was whether an engineering career was for you and the target group was high school students. I told my friend that such a seminar wasn’t for me seeing as I was already sure that a career in engineering was for me. I had arrived at that decision many years back and I had not turned back yet. Another problem I had with the discussion was the target group. It was meant for high school students and I was a second year university student. Surely, this was not for me. I did not see how I would benefit from the seminar but my friend convinced me to look at the akadeducationafrica website and really see what it was about before jumping into any conclusions on whether it was for me. I therefore proceeded to their website and got to look at the timetable for the 2 day seminar and what they had planned. I got to review the profiles of the speakers and they were some very interesting people. Dr Ben Chumo CEO and MD of Kenya power was scheduled to talk and my first thought was there goes someone I will never meet by the side of the road and probably get a chance to interact with. There was also Mr. Teddy warria who is the director of Africa’s Talking (K) Limited a company whose business model fascinated me among other seemingly interesting trainers. I therefore decided to go ask for money from my parents to register. My parents though very good people didn’t see the point in me going for such a seminar. Attempts on my part to try and show them the networking opportunities such a seminar would avail me didn’t bear any fruit. And since I really wanted to go I decided I would have to use my savings to pay for the registration fee. And since I was using my own money to pay for this I had to make the most out of it so that it would have been worth it. Immediately after paying I remember being gripped with so much doubt and wondering if I had made the right decision especially since 2000 shillings is the equivalent of 200,000 shillings for a student. Looking back, I can see I made the right decision.

On day 1 I made sure to leave school for Kenya power ruaraka complex very early as I wasn’t sure where it was and I was relying on Google maps which had lied to me more than once before. I therefore needed to allocate some time for getting lost which thankfully never happened. I arrived and there were so many young high school students and I remember feeling so out of place. I felt like I stuck out like a sore thumb and at some point felt like the coordinators would stand up and kick me out. But I had just used up two thousand shillings of my money and had every intention of having a great time and soaking up as much as I could. The day kicked off with Dr Julius weche who helped us set our expectations and he was then followed up by Michael mutie who I have to say was an inspiring young man. All that he has been able to achieve at his age really left me thinking about the little I’ve done and whether it’s really enough. Michael has done so much and has helped and uplifted so many lives that I feel that the world would be a much better place if we were able to give like he does. After tea we were able to talk to Derek bbanga and his talk in all honesty left me uncomfortable. He made me face the really hard truths that if you wanted to get far in life you had to be noticed. You had to speak up. You had to stick out. It didn’t matter if you were introverted and not really a people person. You just had to learn how to deal with it. that was the part that really made me uncomfortable because as an introverted person I had managed to convince myself that the world would have just have to get used to me as I am a quiet person always in the background and I believed I would still be able to go far. But Mr. bbanga showed us that’s not how the world works and even though it was an uncomfortable truth it was a truth none the less. We then had Mr. Teddy warria talk to us. He really showed us how important it was to be aware of our surroundings. How important it was to really analyse a situation in depth. I realized from his talk that I really didn’t know as much as I thought I did and that maybe I should pick up a book or a newspaper more often. We then had Dr Kiplagat talk to us on behalf of Dr Chumo who was away on some important business. He told us his story on how he had risen up from the bottom and through hard work and perseverance he’d been able to rise up the ranks. He talked about how he’d written numerous papers while at the shanghai Jiao tong university which continued to show just how much hard work pays off. After his speech we had an amazing lunch and were then given a tour of the KPLC  grounds. We then had some team building exercises which helped to show the importance of team work and that different people have different stories and it doesn’t hurt to know them all. And finally we had Ms Sarah wephukulu who is a manager in the customer services department. She also spoke about hard work and how certain stereotypes should be ignored such as women are bad in math and physics as such stereotypes will hold the ladies back and also hold back the country. All in all day one was a great day.
Day 2 was just as good as day 1. We had a lot of the peer mentors talking to us such as Catherine Njeri, earnest Ochieng and Nora Borus talking to us. I was especially inspired by Nora’s story on how she was able to get a scholarship to Stanford and she went ahead to explain the whole process for those of us who might have been interested. We were then talked to by some of the young engineers who were currently working and I was able to interact with them and have some of the questions that I’ve had for a long time answered and it was truly an eye opener. We then had an even better lunch some team building exercises and then a word from professor mugendi who showed us the real beauty in our continent and the numerous opportunities available to us and all we have to do is be keen and observe. At the end of the day I got to interact with ms rosemary wambui with whom I was able to bounce of ideas and who advised me on the route to take when I finished my undergraduate and I’m ready to take up my masters. 
All in all it was a truly remarkable event and I feel that Kenya power did a good thing in agreeing to hold the seminar and subsidizing the cost and also Dr Julius weche deserves some appreciation for organizing the whole thing. He may have come off as harsh and overbearing sometimes but anyone could see that it came from a place of deep passion. A passion to see the youth of this country seizing the opportunities around them and using them all. A passion to see the young people shake of the complacency and stand up and take control of their lives. The seminar was therefore worth it.
