KPLC/AKAD ESSAY by MEMORY APIYO OGWARI

The seminar organized by the KPLC (Kenya Power and Lighting Company) in conjunction with AKAD Africa helped to empower and juvinate skills in the dreams of young Kenyans who wish to become Engineers. AKAD and KPLC mentored the future engineers in a 2 day workshop /seminar in the institute of research and renewable energy in Ruaraka  from 27th to 28th August 2015.
The AKAD Africa CEO, Mr. Julius Weche taught us about our expectations and at the end of the seminar I asked if our expectations were going to be met by KPLC and AKAD team, Mr. Mutie, a member of AKAD answered by by giving us a life experience, how he solved some situations at a young age while in Dagoretti, he made a hot water iron box which was used by then to iron their school shirts and clothes in this way he solved his problem. Through this I learnt Engineers should be fast thinkers to give solutions to a problem. I got more information that AKAD provides sustainable education.

AKAD also managed to invite Dr. Muriithi who taught us on culture of the Africans and other things.

Mr. Teddy Waria,  taught us on energy, he  encouraged us to do a lot of research so that we are equipped with knowledge ie how many mobile phones do Kenyans have, about 60,000,000 and lastly he told us that we need energy to do things.

Catherine a mentee of AKAD taught us how to be assertive in life.

A session by Mr. Derek  Banga equipped me with confidence, before I used to shy away from addressing an audience, I use to wonder what people were thinking of me and this is exactly what was covered. This taught me how to rate myself, what I say, the voice I use and my dressing. He said first impression matters a lot and he also spoke about the 3Es, (Energy, Enthusiasm and enjoyment) I learnt that I should be seen, heard and remembered for a reason.
The Engineers whose employer is KPLC captivated me. Madam Sarah Wepukhulu said Engineering carrier needs people who are focused, she gave an example of herself. She used to read topics before the teacher and science became a walk over. Hence she managed to qualify for the Bachelor of Engineering in Electricals and Electronics
Mr. Kiplagat , the Managing Director of the institute urged  those of us who have  a burning desire to be engineers to work hard.

Madam Naomy, Chief Manager, Distributing and Plan taught us about the Engineering satisfaction.
Mr. Okal, taught us the different fields of Engineering and the need to make sure, the Engineering course you do is accredited.
Madam Fatuma, took us through the challenges Engineers face like working long hours, the course is also NOT easy. Only tough and focused persons can succeed

We had a tour in the Ruaraka Deport, I learnt how transformers and meters work through KPLC where 66kv is stepped down to 11V.

Lastly, team building exercise taught me the importance of knowing each other and familiarizing with everyone. We played games which taught me, in life, there are many challenges but you have to overcome them
